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 INTRODUCTION  

The CDM format and storage includes all types of data needed for the taxonomist’s work. The taxonomic 
editor was developed to edit these data with the exception of descriptive data, because for these efficient 
tools are available for more than two decades (see www.bdtracker.net/softwareTracker/list/all/type/14). 
One of these tools (Xper2) is now able to run directly on the CDM classes and thus complements the 
Taxonomic Editor (EDITor). Xper2 allows the user to add descriptive data related to taxa already listed in a 
CDM database; it offers a free access key on these descriptive data. The descriptive data can be used also by 
some CDM functions to compute single access keys and taxonomic descriptions in natural language for 
publishing in monographs or CDM Data Portals.  
 
A user documentation describes how to edit and to use the descriptive data in the EDIT Platform for 
Cybertaxonomy and can be found at: http://wp5.e-taxonomy.eu/  (http://wp5.e-taxonomy.eu/sites/wp5.e-
taxonomy.eu/files/user_documentation_for_descriptive_data.pdf) 
  
In this documentation following steps are described:  

- Find the approach adapted to each user  
- Edit descriptive data   
- Importing digitized descriptive data  
- Free access identification key 
- Compute outputs for monographs or Data portal 
- Limits, perspectives and further reading  

  

The different components linked to descriptive data (in blue) 

 
The document begins by a decision tree for users to find the approach which fits their needs among the 
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multiple tools and formats.  
The different steps are illustrated by screenshots. 
The final step describes the recent development to achieve the integration of descriptive data in the Platform 
for Cybertaxonomy. 


